to help a political movement threaten danger to our most
holy possession. Just because I know that the moral revival
of our Nation can only be achieved when the Catholic
part of the Nation, which clings so much to its Church
and which lives with Her, has its part in it. Therefore -
I appeal to it, so that German Catholicism shall become a
part of the front of National uprising in this hour."
With words like these from a leader of the Catholic
laity and a personal official of the Vatican, the German
Catholics saw no danger. Wherever Catholicism had its
home, there Papen would be found preaching the spiritual
crusade of the Nazi Government. In Catholic Bavaria,
which was still smarting under his July threat of arbitrari-
ness, and showing its present open opposition to the Nazi
regime, his convincing appeals moved the masses to support
the new Chancellor, either by voting direct for the Nazi
candidate, or by supporting a candidate of the Nationalist
front, Could the devout Bavarian help himself when
cajoled with words like these? " There is nothing more
awkward than to make an examination as to who is National
and who is not. ... I can, therefore, not think of a re-
building of the Reich going on, without all the Conservative
powers of German Catholicism, with which I feel particu-
larly closely connected, taking their proper part in it, and
to appreciate their value and achievements in German
history and German restoration.
" To-day the position is such, and it has been like this
for years, that all the,energy of leading statesmen is eaten
up by the task of maintaining themselves in power. This
is not a specific appearance in German lands, but elsewhere,
too, the using up of Cabinets is increasing in grotesque
measure. Before a leader has the chance to develop states-
manlike qualities^- and to work soberly, he is thrown over
again. But the most terrible thing of all is that he is thrown
over by forces who, apart from this, do not know any
other art.
" To be a statesman means, first of all, responsibility
to God, to history and to one's own conscience.
" For half a year a certain section of the Press has been
reporting alleged attacks I have apparently made against
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